
Beyond – Lower School Drama

Who runs the activity?

There are two Lower School drama teachers at St Helen’s, who run 
lunchtime clubs alongside support staff and Sixth Form drama students.

What’s on offer?

There is a production for Year 7 and 8 every year.
Auditions are held in Michaelmas term; rehearsals 
take place from 4.30-6.00pm on a weekly basis; and 
performances take place in Trinity term, either in 
the Studio Theatre or YPH.

There is an annual Playwriting Competition which 
is open to Year 7, 8 and 9. The winning entry is 
rehearsed and presented as a lunchtime 
performance in Lent term.

There are drama clubs on a weekly basis, one for 
Juniors, one for Year 7 and one for Year 8 and 9,  
at lunchtimes. These are run by a teacher with 
assistance from Sixth Form drama students.

What do students say?

“Drama lessons are so nice and relaxed, yet you  
learn a lot and get the chance to perform. I felt  
ready for the stage because of them.”

“I loved the supportive and energetic atmosphere 
backstage before going on to perform. It was such  
a thrill!”

“The costumes for ‘The Little Mermaid’ were so 
professional, it was brilliant seeing everybody in  
them for the first time. I felt part of a fantastic team.”

“Even though I haven’t danced a lot before, I worked 
hard with the choreographer and did dances I’m 
really proud of.”

Recent highlights

• Over 50 students in Year 7 and 8 were involved in a musical 
production of Jacqueline Wilson’s beloved story Hetty Feather.  
The Yolande Paterson Hall was transformed into a Victorian  
circus and featured varied characters such as urchins, nurses, 
aerial hoop artists and dancing horses. The cast performed for 
three full houses as well as a matinee for local primary schools. 
With support from a dedicated backstage team, most of the cast 
played at least two if not three characters. It all added up to a 
superlative production.

• Other productions in recent years include The Little Mermaid,  
an underwater adventure, The Lion King, an epic tale of the 
Pridelands and Peter Pan, a magical swashbuckling tale.


